Joint protest by Assyrians, Turkmens, Yezidies and Mandeans

The Iragi parliament voted on Monday 3™ November on the issue of reserved seats for the
Assyrians, Yezidies, Shabaks and Mandeans. The final vote of the Iraqgi parliament is a huge
disappointment for the mentioned communities in Irag.

The political game by the majority groups have resulted in a serious amputation of the rights
of minorities in Irag and their proper political representation. More than half of the reserved
seats in the provincial councils have now been removed. This means the minorities now only
hold 6 seats out of a total 440 in Iraqg’s provincial councils.

This marginalization of weak and vulnerable Iragi communities can only lead Iraq to become
a totalitarian country where three majority groups, Sunni, Shia and Kurds oppress Assyrians,
Turkmens, Yezidies, Shabaks and Mandeans.

The removal of the reserved seats is wrong and must be reversed as soon as possible.

We denounce the political oppression in Irag against the minorities and call the United
States of America and the European Union to demonstrate their support for the Assyrians,
Yezidies, Mandeans, Turkmens and Shabaks in general and on the issue of the reserved seats
in particular.
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